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Peoria Public Schools Mission Statement  

Ensure that each student reaches his or her full academic and personal potential and is a well-balanced citizen.  
  

Whittier Mission Statement 
Whittier Primary School utilizes research-based curriculum and instruction, differentiated instruction, and frequent 

assessment to ensure that all students succeed. Along with providing a safe 
environment for optimal learning, Whittier’s students are nurtured to maintain positive self-esteem, civic responsibility 

and an appreciation for life-long learning. 
       
July 2017 
 
 
Dear Whittier Families: 
 
I am extremely happy to welcome everyone back to another awesome year at Whittier Primary School!  Go 
Wildcats! As the new principal, I am hearing and seeing so many great things about Whittier!  Great staff, 
excellent families, growth mindset, fabulous community!  I’m excited to be a part of Whittier, Peoria Public 
Schools, and Peoria!  Look on page 4 for important dates and information.   
 
As we get to know each other, please feel free to contact me if you have any questions, compliments, or 
concerns throughout the year.  I can be reached @ 309-672-6569.  On behalf of the entire Whittier staff, I look 
forward to seeing everyone on Wednesday, August 16th @ 8:30 a.m. (first day of school!) and hopefully for the 
Whittier Unpack Your Backpack on Monday, August 14, from 5-6 PM at Whittier.  Remember Backpack 
Peoria on July 29 at Peoria Dream Center 9am-2pm! So much excitement as we prepare for 2017-2018! 
 
Sincerely, 
Ms. Deignan    
 
The regular school hours will promptly begin at 8:30 A.M. and dismissal will be at 3:30 P.M.  In addition, all 
students wear uniforms at Whittier Primary School.  Please refer to the Uniform Policy section of this 
newsletter for more information. 
       

RETURNING STUDENT REGISTRATION 
Beginning Monday, July 24, students who have not had a change of address and returning to Whittier may login 
to Skyward Family Access to complete the enrollment procedures for the new school year. At your convenience 
from July 24-August 15, you will be able to complete the student enrollment form, emergency contacts, photo 
release, school network agreement, free/reduced lunch form, and textbook application. If your family does not 
have computer access, you can visit one of our registration hubs or Peoria Public Schools has also teamed up 

with the Peoria Public Library to offer computer access for families, along with many other services. The online 
enrollment process for the 2017-2018 school year will be open from July 24th until the first day of school.  



 
When logging into Family Access: (starting July 24th-August 15th), simply click on the “Start Enrollment 

Verification for the 2017-2018 School Year” link located in the middle of your screen. 
Note: Students starting at a new school (because of a change of address) will still need to visit a registration hub 
or the new school to enroll and present proof of address paperwork. Please login to Family Access throughout 

the summer to keep your phone number and email up-to-date for further announcements about this process. 
 

REGISTRATION HUBS 
Registration Hub locations: Richwoods High School, Peoria High School, Manual Academy, and Glen Oak.  

In-School Health Clinics will offer physicals, immunizations and/or appointments at Heartland Health Clinic at 
each hub, in addition to paperwork and forms accepted. Join us at any site above on the following dates! 

Tuesday July 25: 8:00 am – 6:00 pm 
Thursday July 27: 8:00 am – 6:00 pm 

Wednesday August 2: 8:00 am – 6:00 pm 
Saturday August 5: 9:00 am – 2:00 pm 

 
SCHOOL HOURS 

School begins at 8:30 AM and dismisses at 3:30 PM. We ask that students not arrive to school before 8:15 AM. 
Students who arrive before this time will be unsupervised. Students who are not in class at 8:30 AM or who 

leave before 3:30 PM are considered tardy. At Whittier, we value instructional time. We appreciate your 
support in having students in class on time and ready to learn. 

 
ATTENDANCE 

It is important that students have regular attendance at school. If your child is sick and must be absent from 
school, please send a note or email with your child upon their return or call the school about the absence. If a 
note or phone call is not received, your child will be marked as unexcused. If your child has an appointment, 

please send a note when your child returns to school. We appreciate your support in helping us keep our records 
accurate and in accordance with State of Illinois compulsory attendance requirements. 

 
SCHOOL & HOME COMMUNICATION 

For our students to receive the best educational opportunities possible, our staff and families need to work as a 
team. A positive relationship between home and school is critical to the children’s attitudes and achievement. 

Good communication is an absolute necessity. Please read the teacher’s newsletters and notes carefully as well 
as visiting the school website. A monthly school newsletter will be sent home as well. 

We look forward to continuing to establish positive and productive relationships with all of our students and 
families to ensure a great school year. Please feel free to contact us if you have any questions or concerns 

throughout the year. 
 

CLASSROOM ASSIGNMENTS 
Classroom assignments have been made.  Considering many factors, your child’s teacher from last year and I 
have worked together to determine what we consider to be the best placement for your child. 
 

K-101 – Mrs. Davison 
K-102 – Mrs. Jordan 
K-103 – Mrs. Ratliff 
1-208 – Ms. Allen 
1-211 – Mrs. Edley 

1-212 – Ms. Pelphrey 
2-204 – Mrs. Ingels 
2-202 – Mrs. McCready 
2-206 – Mrs. Pauli 
3-311 – Mrs. O’Malley 

3-312 – Ms. Webb 
3-308 – Ms. Williams 
4-301 – Ms. Greer 
4-304 – Mrs. Hainline 

Special Education Teachers:  Kindergarten-2nd – Mrs. Engel, 3rd-4th. – Ms. Steidinger, Inclusion-Mr. Stice  
Intervention Specialist - Ms. Fritsch  
Art – Mrs. Robbins, Music – Ms. Maughan, P.E. – Ms. Mini, Technology – Ms. Haddock    
        
  



PARENT-TEACHER ORGANIZATION 
I would like to take this opportunity to encourage all to be a part of our tradition of the 

outstanding family involvement that we have at Whittier. Our school boasts many achievements, 
yet none are comparable to the level of support and involvement of our outstanding families. 

 
PHYSICALS/DENTALS/IMMUNIZATIONS 

Students entering Kindergarten or who are new to Peoria Public Schools are required by law to 
have on file a physical exam given after August 16, 2016.  These students must also have a 
record of up-to-date immunizations on file.  Students will not be allowed to attend until these 
forms are complete and turned in to the office.   

 
ATTENDANCE 

Students are required to attend school every day it is in session.  Acceptable reasons for absences 
will be listed in the “Student and Parent Handbook,” which will be sent home with your child 
after school begins.  Please call the school office by 8:25 A.M. if your child will be tardy or 
absent.  If you do not call, you will be contacted by a recorded message from me informing you 
that your child is not in school and your child will be given an unexcused absence.  If you 
haven’t called, please send a written excuse when your child returns to school. Students are 
tardy when they arrive at school after 8:30 A.M.    It is important that your child attend the 
entire day.  Please avoid getting your child early unless it is absolutely necessary.  Please send 
a note or call ahead if you need to pick your child up for an appointment.  
                                                                                         

SCHOOL SAFETY 
Maintaining a secure building and having procedures for visitors is an additional way we address 
school safety.  You are always welcome at school.  However, all visitors including parents 
must report to the office upon coming to school during the day to visit, volunteer, or to 
bring or take your child to or from school.  If you are visiting or volunteering, please sign 
in at the office and wear a visitor’s badge at all times while in the building.  We expect this 
of all visitors.   
 

 WHITTIER LATCHKEY 
Whittier Primary School operates a before and after school program here at school.  If you are 
interested, please call 672-6569.  Information/registration will be available at the “UNPACK 
YOUR BACKPACK” Night on Monday, August 14th from 5:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. or you can pick 
up and complete an application in the school office starting Monday, August 7, 2017. 

 
TRANSPORTATION 

The transportation department will send out notices giving you the location of your bus stop and 
pickup times if you are eligible for transportation. If you have not received this prior to the start 
of school, please call the school office.  Students are required to use only the stated corner. 
PLEASE drop off or pick up your child or park in front of the school in the morning or afternoon 
as the buses use the back parking lot to load students.  The office must be contacted if your child 
is to be picked up or released anywhere other than your home, e.g., at a sitter, day care within the 
attendance area, etc.  Students desiring to walk home or go home with another student MUST 
HAVE A NOTE FROM THEIR PARENT granting permission.  The Principal must sign all such 
requests.  Without a note, students will not be permitted to ride another bus. 



 
SCHOOL PICTURES 

School pictures are scheduled to be taken on Friday, September 15, 2017.  LIFETOUCH Studios 
will take our school pictures this year.  You will be getting more information about pictures as 
the date gets closer.  We will also have spring pictures which are informal, full-view pictures that 
are taken before spring vacation.  You are under no obligation to purchase pictures.   

 
UNIFORM POLICY 

Students will be expected to follow the Whittier Uniform Policy that was approved by the Peoria 
Public School District Board of Education.  The policy is: 
TOPS - The following colors are acceptable: solid colored in either navy and/or 
light blue, hunter green or white.  The following styles are acceptable: Long or 
short-sleeved, button down shirts, polo shirts, turtlenecks, cardigan, v-neck, and 
crewneck sweaters, and sweatshirts.  No lettering or writing is acceptable on 
any top. 
BOTTOMS - The following colors are acceptable: solid colored in either blue, 
black or khaki (tan).  The following styles are acceptable:  tailored pants (4th 
grade students must wear a belt), skirts or jumpers, shorts or capri pants, 
sweatpants (with no lettering or logos.)  Skirts, dresses, slacks, shorts or other 
clothing must not be so short, tight fitting, or of such a nature as to be suggestive 
or revealing. 
SPECIAL OCCASIONS: On Fridays students may wear Whittier authorized 
Spirit Wear shirts and jeans.    
 
PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING IMPORTANT DATES AND INFORMATION: 
 Backpack Peoria: On July 29th at Peoria Dream Center (Downtown Peoria) from 9:00 AM to 
2:00 PM 
 School Supply List: The Whittier specific lists are enclosed and also available on our 
website. 
 Whittier Unpack your Backpack Night: Whittier’s Teachers and Staff invite students and 
parents to a get to know our school, classrooms, and teachers. Please join us from 5:00 to 6:00 
PM on Monday August 14th, 2017 to meet your child’s teacher, drop off your supplies, and get 
the year off to a great start. 
 First Day of School – Wednesday, August 16, 2015 (8:30 AM. – 3:30 PM) full day. 
 Homeroom: Homeroom assignments will be posted on the front doors the weekend prior to 
the start of school. 
 As a reminder our school is a peanut/tree nut-free school. Please do not send your child 
to school with peanuts/tree nuts in your child’s lunch or as a classroom snack. You can find 
out more information about our policy in the handbook your child will receive once school 
begins or on the school website. 
It is going to be an AMAZING year at Whittier Primary School!  Please feel welcome to come 
to school or to call me if you have any questions or concerns.  I will be happy to do what I can to 
help you. We thank you for entrusting us with the care and education of your child. 
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